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High-Profile: Facilities Development News

Beveraly, mA - Kelleher construc-
tion had an advantage when it was invited 
to bid on the new helicopter landing pad 
at Beverly hospital. chip Kelleher, vice 
president and fourth generation of man-
agement for the family firm, is a former 
helicopter pilot with the Navy. As part of 
the Navy’s Search and Rescue program in 
Northeast florida, one of Kelleher’s duties 
was to evaluate landing areas at regional 
hospitals.

when hancock Engineers, who have 
helped create the hospital master plan,
 invited Kelleher construction to bid the 
project, it was a natural fit. 

Kelleher was able to offer not only 
years of experience but also a landing site 
evaluation to ensure aircraft safety, night 
vision device compatibility, and fAA com-
pliance. Design changes were implemented 

that created a more efficient and sophisti-
cated pad that is capable of landing all of 
the helicopters in the New England area 
flight program including the Boston Med-
Flight fleet, all State Police aircraft, all 
coast guard helicopters, and military heli-
copters as large as a Black hawk.

The scope of the project included var-
ious sitework to improve drainage and traf-
fic flow. Kelleher acted as the GC and self 
performed the sitework. The civil engineer 
was Dick Doherty of hancock Engineers, 
the electrical engineer was R.w. Sullivan, 
the electrician was fisher and george.

This new pad will help save more 
lives by allowing faster aircraft with lon-
ger ranges to land and transport patients 
around the clock.

Kelleher completes helicopter pad

South Easton, mA - Integrated Build-
ers, a construction management, design-
build and general contracting firm in Brain-
tree, has been awarded a 20,000sf interior 
fit-up contract from Vestcom International 
Inc., a provider of customized shelf-edge 
marketing solutions to major retailers and 
brand manufacturers in the grocery, drug, 
and mass merchandising industries. 

Integrated Builders will build an ap-
proximately 20,000sf of interior space, of 
which warehouse will account for 15,000sf 
and the remainder 5,000sf will be made up 
of office and print room. The facility is lo-
cated in South Easton. 

Norton-based cramer levine & 
company serves as project architect. com-
pletion is scheduled for may.

Integrated Bldrs fit-up for Vestcom
cramer levine project Architect

by John Pearson
North Andover, mA - The senior 

population in the United States is growing 
and changing, and 
so too are housing 
options for the se-
nior set. A variety 
of senior housing 
is available, from 
independent living 
facilities and resi-
dents’ apartments to 
assisted living and 
long-term nursing 
care.

To accommodate older adults as their 
medical needs and living requirements 
change, independent living retirement 
communities are incorporating assisting 
living facilities, long-term care wings, and 
Alzheimer’s/dementia units. This inte-
grated approach to care, as an individual’s 
needs change, is often referred to as “con-
tinuing care.” Designing comfortable, safe, 
and enriching spaces and facilities for these 
senior years has become the focus of archi-
tects, designers, and facility managers. 

The Edgewood Retirement commu-
nity, an independent living and continuing 
care facility in North Andover, is nearing 
completion of a major expansion and reno-
vation, the first significant expansion of the 
facility in more than 10 years. margulies 
perruzzi Architects (mpA), prime architect, 
designed the project in association with 
levi wong Design Associates (lwDA),
senior care and healthcare architect.

mpA and lwDA developed the 
design for the expanded facility through 
active listening, by conducting focus groups 
and discussions with Edgewood residents, 
families of residents, staff, and administra-
tors. given the overall scope of the project 
and its impact, physically and psychologi-
cally, on the entire Edgewood community, 
it was critical that the development pro-
cess include opportunities for community 
members to express their needs, hopes, and 
dreams, as well as their fears and concerns. 
Through these discussions, utmost atten-
tion was paid to the sensitivities, special 
interests, and needs of the elderly popula-

tion – more than 260 senior residents – that 
call this community home. 

located on a rural 80-acre site, the 
12-year-old Edgewood retirement com-
munity offers independent living and a 
continuum of care that provides assistance 
as needed. The 40,000sf renovation and ex-
pansion project features 20 patient beds in 
The meadows health center, Edgewood’s 
skilled care unit, connected to a wing of 
“The garden path,” a new 15,000sf 40-bed 
cognitively Impaired Unit. Ten of the new 
beds in the cIU are allocated as “swing 
space,” offering flexibility for nursing care 
as the resident population changes over 
time. The renovations also include new 
space for staff support and Edgewood’s 
Adult Social Day program, an expanded 
wellness and Rehabilitation clinic, ex-
pansion of the commons Building living
Room, and a new 80-seat informal dining 
bistro.

Beginning in the fall of 2008, a 
phased construction process was developed 
and clearly communicated to residents, to 
minimize impact and allow occupancy as 
spaces were completed. Special attention 
was paid to the protection of residents and 
property, and construction areas and activi-
ties were isolated from occupied areas. 

Designing the expansion for the 
Edgewood Retirement community in-
volved the collaborative effort of residents, 
their families, staff, and facility adminis-
trators, to create a living and working en-
vironment that facilitates and supports the 
continuum of care and the health and well-
being of Edgewood residents. 

The project will be completed in the 
spring of 2010. Trident project Advantage 
group of Salem, N.h. served as the own-
er’s project manager. Eckman construc-
tion of Bedford, N.h. was the construction 
manager.

John P. Pearson, AIA, LEED AP, is a 
senior associate at Boston-based Margulies 
Perruzzi Architects, a 22-year-old design 
firm specializing in corporate, professional 
services, real estate, healthcare, and re-
search and development fields.  Photo credit: 
Boston Portrait

margulies perruzzi Architects
Designs Expansion of Edgewood
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